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that the imminent reforms alluded to in your speech will embody
the main general principles of the Congress-League scheme, and I
am sure that it is this faith which has enabled many members of the
conference to tender to the Government their full-hearted co-opera-
tion. If I could make my countrymen retrace their steps, I would
make them withdraw all the Congress resolutions and not whisper
'Home Rule5 or 'Responsible Government3 during the pendency of
the war. I would make India offer all her able-bodied sons as a
sacrifice to the empire at its critical moment and I know that India,
by this very act, would become the most favoured partner in the
empire and racial distinctions would become a thing of the past.
But practically the whole of educated India has decided to take a
less effective course, and it is no longer possible to say that educated
India does not exercise any influence on the masses. I have been
coming into most intimate touch with the ryots ever since my return
from South Africa to India, and I wish to assure you that the desire
for Home Rule has widely penetrated them. I was present at the
session of the last Congress and I was a party to the resolution that
full responsible government should be granted to British India
within a period to be fixed definitely by a parliamentary statute. I
admit that it is a bold step to take, but I feel sure that nothing less
than a definite vision of Home Rule to be realized in the shortest
possible time will satisfy the Indian people. I know that there are
many in India who consider no sacrifice is too great in order to
achieve the end, and they are wakeful enough to realize that they
must be equally prepared to sacrifice themselves for the empire in
which they hope and desire to reach their final status. It follows then
that we can but accelerate our journey to the goal by silently and
simply devoting ourselves heart and soul to the work of delivering the
empire from the threatening danger. It will be a national suicide not
to recognize this elementary truth. We must perceive that if we serve
to save the empire, we have in that very act secured Home Rule.
"Whilst, therefore, it is clear to me that we should give to the
empire every available man for its defence, I fear that I cannot say
the same thing about the financial assistance. My intimate inter-
course with the ryots convince me that India has already donated
to the imperial exchequer beyond her capacity. I know that, in
making this statement, I am voicing the opinion of the majority of
iny countrymen,